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modern DAW programs.This disclosure relates to the
field of digital packet switching systems and more

particularly to an improvement in methods and
apparatus for providing delay distribution to

xe2x80x9cbest effortxe2x80x9d service. A packet
switching network transmits packets from a first
node, through an interconnected network, to a
second node. Packet switching networks are

typically a collection of interconnected nodes. A
packet switching network can be arranged such that
packets arriving at a first node are transmitted to a

next node, and eventually to a second node. A
primary goal of packet switching is to schedule the
transmission of packets from first node to second
node as efficiently as possible. As used herein, the
term xe2x80x9cpacketsxe2x80x9d is used broadly

to include any piece of information that can be
transmitted in a packet switching system and/or any
piece of information that can be transmitted over a
packet switching network, including but not limited
to frames, packets, data, messages, etc. When a
packet is first received at a first node, the packet
undergoes scheduling and distribution within the
first node. A first node typically has resources to
carry and transmit packets within the network.

Transmission schedules and distribution of packets
is typically coordinated by a network manager

and/or other processor. The network manager may
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manage the scheduling and distribution of packets
to ensure that the packets are transmitted within a
designated time interval. For example, the packets

may be transmitted in a xe2x80x9cbest
effortxe2x80x9d manner. The xe2x80x9cbest

effortxe2x80x9d manner involves transmission of
the packets as quickly as possible within the
designated time interval, subject to various

constraints, such as, for example, the number of
nodes through which a packet is to pass, the

transmission rate of the packets, the rate at which
the nodes are capable of processing packets, etc.

The network manager schedules and distributes the
packets to one or more nodes for transmission

based on the constraints. In some embodiments, a
packet is classified into classifications that can be

transmitted on different physical links, or
xe2x80x9cpipes,xe2x80x9d of the packet switching

network. For
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