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WEBP.DATELINE: IRAN - A group of radicalized young men, recruited from all over the country, have chosen to risk their

lives and carry out a suicide attack at one of the holiest Shiite Muslim shrines. The holy shrine of the Imam Reza shrine,
which thousands of Iranians visit each year, has the support of many Iranians, religious authorities and politicians, but a new
militant organization calling itself Mujahedeen e Khalq (MEK, People's Holy Warriors) has announced that they will go on a

suicide mission against President Mahmud Ahmadinejad and his Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. MEK is an
armed group from the 1970s, which joined the Iranian revolution in 1979. The organization was created as a cult with a cult

of personality for its leader Massoud Rajavi, the co-founder of MEK. The group's political program is centered on the Shah's
regime and is mostly against the Islamic regime of the Islamic Republic, claiming that it has a cult of personality, too. MEK

considers that the Islamic regime is the reason of the Iran-Iraq war. Iran is a Shia state, with a majority Shia population.
MEK, which claims to be based in Iraq, has a mainly Shia membership. However, their members are either hailing from

Sunni areas, or are from well-educated backgrounds. MEK claim to be an independent political movement, like many other
left-wing groups in the Middle East, and its members and supporters are often arrested, sometimes brutally, by the Iranian

authorities. The organization was a group with 20 to 30,000 members, until the assassination of its leader Massoud Rajavi in
'92, and the arrest of its founder. Many MEK members were killed, tortured or arrested. Rajavi's wife was released, and she

was arrested again, together with her four children, in '97, and remains in prison. Under Iranian law, MEK is a terrorist
organization. In recent years, the group took a more anti-Shia stance, and its members were originally a group of radical

Shias, with some Moslem background. Rajavi was accused of being a subversive agent, and Iran's own intelligence services
have repeatedly tried to get evidence against him.
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